
         Web:  
www.sheptonmalletinfants.co.uk 

VAT Registered Number:  131254412 

 

 

Somerset County Council 

 
      Shepton Mallet Community Infants’ School & Nursery 

       Waterloo Road, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5HE 
        Tel:  01749 342322     

Email: sheptonmalletinfants@smcis.org     
          Headteacher: Mrs Honoria Thompson 

 
      “Where Children Come First.” 

 
 

4th January 2022 
 

Advice to all parents and carers 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 

I hope that you have all had a good break over    Christmas, and that you and your families 
are well and safe. May I wish you all a Happy New Year. 

 

You will appreciate that, on Sunday, the government made its most recent announcements 
about the   return to school this week. I am writing to set out the implications for us at school so 
that we all have   clarity before we begin the term. 

 
Positive case—isolation 

 

Should your child be in the unfortunate position of testing positive, the following isolation rules 
will now   apply: 

 
• The child should self-isolate from day 0 (the day of first symptom or positive LFD test) to the 

end of  day 7 (or whatever date NHS Test & Trace tell you). 

• On day 6 and day 7, the child can take an LFD test. 

• If both tests are negative within 24 hours of each other, the child may return to school provided: 

a. They are well enough to do so; 

b. They do not have any symptoms; 

c. They continue to test on days 8, 9 and 10, and those test results are negative. 

 
To make this work effectively, please contact the school by email or phone on day 7 to confirm 
your  child’s likely date of return, any symptoms and test results. 

 
If your child remains unwell or unfit for school, it is important that they stay at home. Just because 
the national guidelines have adjusted does not change the importance of ensuring that they are 
well enough  to be in school. 
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Contact of a positive case 

 

Should your child be a contact of a PCR confirmed positive case, either inside or outside school, 
they are not required to   self-isolate. Instead, they are required to take LFD tests every day up to 7 
days after the contact. They are expected to attend school as normal unless they have a positive 
test result or develop symptoms at any time. 

 

We will continue with other additional measures—separating groups, sanitising, additional 
cleaning—as  we have done previously. 

 

As always, if your child does receive a positive test result or you have a question, then please 
inform us   by emailing the school office. Please do not contact us on Class Dojo for messages of 
this type. 
 
I have no doubt that we will have to show our adaptability as the term progresses. There is a strong 
likelihood of a high number of absences from students and staff, and I will keep you informed of 
the situation. Therefore we will be informing you on a weekly basis of the number of staff and 
children in each class who record a positive PCR test result.  

 

Term starts tomorrow at the normal time in the morning and we look  forward to seeing your children 
then. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Honoria Thompson 
Headteacher  
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